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Castleview Early Level Pedagogy Strategy 

“Play is the highest form of research. Imagination is more important than knowledge.”
(Albert Einstein)
Key Aim of this strategy:
· To raise attainment and achievement in the Early Level. 
· To equip our learners with the skills they require for our future society.
· To give guidance to Early Level staff to facilitate learning and ensure consistency and progression.

Rationale:
There is a significant volume of research to demonstrate the importance of play on children’s social, emotional and cognitive development. Friedrich Froebel was an advocate for play and Castleview Primary have adopted the core Froebelian principals in the Early Level’s Ethos and Aims. The Nursery and Primary 1 classes at Castleview PS provide a play based and child-centred approach to delivering the curriculum.  

Play Provision and Planning:
· Continuous Provision experiences are to be accessible at all times: Home Corner, Story Corner, Construction, Small World Play, Mark Making, Arts and Crafts Area, Sand and Water Play, Malleable Play, Block Play and Table Top Play.
· Responsive Planning arises from observations and interactions with the children. Responsive planning can be recorded on Shared Observation Sheets or in Floor Books.
· Planned Experiences arise from the Long Term Plan or from the Responsive Planning.
· Outdoor Learning is part of the daily experience. In Nursery, there should be free-flow play for the whole session and in Primary 1, there should be free-flow play as often as possible.
· Local Visits/Nature Play are part of the weekly provision offered.
· Children have Free Choice of where they should choose to play, with the following exceptions:
· Lunch Time and End of the Day (Nursery children)
-     Together Times on the carpet, focused group times for numeracy and literacy and     
      PE (Primary 1 children)

Assessment is for Learning:
· Interactions and Observations should be the main method of tracking progress
· Developmental Milestones Tracking sheet should be used in Nursery
· Developmental Milestones Tracking sheet can be used in P1 for those children still needing to achieve them
· P1 Tracker to provide baseline score and end of year score
· Every child to have a PLP, to include photographs, observations and next steps
· Observations, Tracking Sheet and Tracker can be used to inform next steps
· P1 SNSA to be completed in March 
· [bookmark: _Hlk7268520]Castleview PS Electronic Trackers to be completed ongoing throughout the year
· Staff are encouraged to attend all relevant training in line with our Early Level Pedagogy
Strategy Document
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